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We Wish You One and All

A Merry Cnris

and thank you for the liberal patronage given

us during our first year in business which has

been very satisfactory. Trusting we may share

the same liberal patronage during the year 1 9 1 3:

assuring you we will put forth every effort to

give the highest quality of merchandise at the

lowest possible price.

All Suits and Overcoats will be

Sold at a Discount of

We announce the beginning

of our Pre-Invento- ry Sale which will

take effect immediately after Xmas.

(p HAT & CLOTHING CO,)
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Christmas With Bandits
The Trngls Experience of an EI

Fasonn and a Uoatonlan In
Mexico In 1SS3.

By L. It Davis ;

On the day before Christmas, Decem-
ber, 1883, Ed. Baker and 1 started on
horseback in the early forenoon from
Joe Faut's old stone cabin at the old
Contention mine, which was perched
picturesquely on the slope of a high
butte of the Sierra de Los Aradoa, 30
miles west of iloctezurua, the station
of the Mexican Central railroad half way
between El Paso and Chihuahua Mex-

ico. We were going to the Santa Lucia
mine, a Spanish antigua; 25 miles west
from the cabin in a spur of the Santa
Lucia range, whose shadowy outlines
were just visible in the distance, far
,.,.,., 4T wallov nt th. Carmen river

ana uie meequne auu pcMcnuvu
plains beyond.

"Be careful mit yourselves, boys,
shouted old Joe, or "Buffalo Joe," as
we all called him, for he was an old
buffalo hunter and indjan fighter, he
claimed. Anyhow, he was a scar-face- d

old Teuton, who had lived in Arizona
many years. "By golly, boys," said he,

'I hate to see you go over there, for
there are lots of Apaehes over there,
and there are bandits in the bosques
who are almost ay bad. I saw their
signal fires in the mountains only last
night. So be careful and don't stay out
too late." .

Seedless of his warning, we rode gaily
down the long winding trail, to the plain
and trotted our horses westward, cross-
ing finally the dry bed of the river ana
onward over the desert of mesquites and
greasewood toward the old mine.

A Boston Boy.
Ed. Baker was a Boston boy, who had

some months before dropped into El
Paso, then a little frontier town, and
had become a clerk in the Rio Grande
pharmacy, under the management of Joe
Pollard. He soon became a great fa-

vorite among the voung men on account
of his innocence oil the ways of the far
west, and for his quaint Yankee patois.
Before coming here his only experiences
had been in Boston commons and the
environments of that city. He was proud
of his Puritan ancestry and the con-
sciousness that he was descended
from the old soldiers that under Miles
Standish fought indians and exterminat-
ed old king Uncas and his Pequod tribe
in the brave days of old. He longed
for an adventure and yearned for a
chance to decorate his belt with an
Apache scalp, or to return east laden
with a few hides of bear, deer, panther

plentiful in northern Mexico. I had tola
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him about seeing several thousand ante-
lopes galloping over the p:ain west of
Moctezuma, and he asked to accompany
nie on one of iny frequent trips there
to my mines. So, finally, he went down
there with me, just one week before he
intended to return to Boston.

Tenderfoot a Good Shot.
On that morning as we rode to the old

mine. I carried an old Springfield rifle
and Baker carried a small, pearl handled
pistol, which seemed like a toy in com-
parison to the big Colt's 45 that almos:
everyone carried at that time. With
silent disdain, I thought to myself:
"What a weapon he has to fight in-

dians with." But my disdain soon
turned to admiration when I saw him
shoot the heads off quails and cotton-
tail rabbits, and kill a hawk flyingover-head- ,

as he rode on a full trot. I have
never seen a more wonderful pistol shot
in the west. With utter sangfroid, he
remarked; "That's nothing." ZSoting my
surprise, he told me that be hela the
medal as the champion pistol shot in a
sporting club in Boston. My confidence
in him became strong and I realized that
my companion, although a tenderfoot,
was a formidable antagonist at close
range and might slaughter a dozer
Apaches while I, with my long rifle,
could only bag one or two, if need be.

A Handsome Tenaerfoot--
Ed. looked handsome, as we rode along--.

His eyes were blue and his hair was
brown, and he had ruddy cheeks and the
clear complexion common to tho natives
of the seacoast. He was of medium size
and as agile as a panther. He told me
as we jogged along that upon returning
to EI Paso he would return to old Bos-
ton to wed a blonde maiden named Jen-
nie, to whom he was engaged, whose
mind, was filled with romance and of
Longfellow's story of Hiawatha. She
was to him his Minnehaha, his starlight,
moonlight, sunlight, and he wanted to
return like Hiawatha, laden with the
red deer to throw at her feet.

In my sympathetic enthusiasm, I
promised, to attend his wedding, when
I shipped my first carload of ore from
the old mine, of which I was part owncK
I believed I was an embryo millionaire,
for my old Santa Lucia mine had pock-
ets of steel galena running hundreds of
ounces in silver.

The Visit at the Mine.
Beaching the mine that afternoon, we

spent several hours in exploring its
labrynthian underground recesses, to
which we had descended on notched
poles, or "chicken ladders." When we
ascended to the surface, it was getting
dark and a blizzard had begun to rage.
Hurriedly mounting our horses, we
started back to old Joe's cabin, across
the wide plain and valley; and finally
lost our bearings in the middle of the
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jungles of mesquite. Seeking shelter un-
der some tall mesquites, we camped for
the night, building a fire and eating the
small remnant of lunch that Joe had
rjiven us, after staking our animals near-
er. Wc used our saddles for pillows
and the blankets to cover us, and soon
dozed off to sleep, at least I did.

Indians, Indians!
Suddenly I was awakened by a shrill

shriek and saw Baker jump to his feet,
as he cried: "Indians, Davis. For God's
sake, get your gun and fight, for we art,
in for it."' With that he began firing
toward a light we saw to the east, pos-
sibly an eighth of a mile. It was all
so sudden that I also began firing at
the light, which we fancied was carrieu
by some indians trailing us. The light

disappeared and then reap-
peared and then disappeared for good.
"Baker," said I, "you have killed one
of them, and we had better get out of
here quick or we will be massacred." We
kicked out the chunks of roots
and smothered the fire. He first saa-dle- d

his horse while I stood guard. Then
while I was finishing placing my saddle
and bridle on my horse, he yelled: "Look
out, Davis, "there's an Indian right be-

hind you,' and began shooting right over
my head and around me in the dim light
of the flickering embers of the camp-fir- e.

The Escape.
He then mounted and dashed away,

crying: "Como this way." Meanwhile,
my horse was like mad aDd
rearing up on his hind legs while I clung
to the bridle, and he dragged me several
yards through the brush, cactus and mes-
quite thorns. I was maddened with the
pain and for the moment forgot indians
and danger, and swore at Baker, but
soon mounted and flew after him in
the darkness. How I ever saved mv
gun, I don't know, but I poured forth
a volley of abuse at "rank tenderfeet,"
and commanded Baker to follow me,
which he humbly did. We goaded our
horses through that uncanny gloom, re-
versing our course and making a wide
detour to avoid meeting any more in-

dians between us and the river. Every
once in a while we would see from the
darkness over the tops of trees in front
of us what appeared to be the glow of
campfires, and then we would shy orr
at .right angles. It seemed as if the
entire bosque was alive with the enemy.

Traveling Over the Desert.
In this zigzag course we traveled for

hours, in silence, until at last we struek
the drv river bed again, which we crossed
that morning, following it up several
miles, until we came to a pool of wat.
We dismounted and tied our horses and
made our rude beds under a steep gravel
bank to protect us from the storm.
Weary and worn out and cold we soon
fell asleep. When we awoke we and
the landscape were covered with snow.
We had gone miles out of our direct
course. I soon recognized the distant
mountains where Joe's .cabin was, and
wearily and slowly we logged along to-
ward it, and finally arrived there in the
afternoon of that dismal, gloomy Christ-
mas day.

Scolded by Old Joe.
Old Joe scolded us for being such fools

as to wander out all night and for keep-
ing him in constant worry for our safety.
He hadn't slept a wink all night. When
Baker told him what a heroic fight wo
had put up against a big band of in-

dians. he gasped as he said: "You boys
are d ; n fools. Why that bosque is
alive with a3 desperate a gang of smug-
glers as there is in Mexico, and it's n
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wonder they didn't kill you. Mine God,
boys, you ought to know better than
to shoot at them that way."' Wc hum-
bly took his scolding. He then gave u
some toddy and ushered us into his din-
ing room, where he had a table groaning
with roast turkev. pies, roast potatoes.
plum pudding and lots of good cheer,
and soon we lorgot our ternnie experi-
ences on that tragic Christmas eve. As
we slept before the huge fireplace wc
were often wakened by old Joe mutter
ing to himself: "Vat fools those boys
be."

Finding the Victim,
Baker returned to 1 Paso next day

and I never saw him again. Shortly after-
wards, Joe and I rode over to the scene
of our battle. Joe's experienced eye sooi.
detected, the body of dne victim, pierced,
.ith bullets, several yards from the olti

campfire. "By golly, cried he, "dot vas
a nrettv pood shootinsr. Vat brave hovs."
Sadly I approaeed our victim, and saw
the cold corpse of a young burro whose ;

spirit nau nown 10 me nappy nunung
ground. I never shipped that rich car-
load of ore from Santa Lucia, and X

missed Baker's wedding.

THIS 00TJRT8.
34th DISTIUCT COURT.

Dan 31. Jackson, Presiding?.
Ruperto Hernandez, habeas corpus

proceedings: defendant remanded to
custody of sheriff.

Stevens et al. vs. Pedragon et aL
trespass to try title suit; transferred
from 41st district court.

L. L. Hall vs. Texas & Pacific Rail-
way company and-Pullm- an company,
suit for damages for $1975; filed.

Bob Lowe vs. Continental Casualty
company, suit on insurance policy;
filed.

Horace B. Stevens et al. vs. J. A.
Rodgers, trespass to try title: suit
filed.

4Iat DISTRICT COURT.
A. M. Walthnll,, Ire.,ldlng.

H. 1L Dougherty et al. vs. Emily
Michero. suit on note; filed.

Klnkle vs. Rio Grande Railway com-
pany, trespass to try title suit; defend-
ant's motion for a new trial overruled.

JUSTICES COURTS.
E. IL. McCUntock. Ir-ldln-

W. M. Mond, charged with theft over
?S9; coraplsint filed; held to grand Jury-o-

$500 bond.
F. S. McDougall vs. Interstate Busi-

ness Agenoy, suit for $119.40; filed.
"w. L. Stansberry vs. Interstate Busi-

ness Agency, suit for J126.65; filed.
J. J. Murphy, Presiding.

Case Settings.
December 20.

1790 Sebastian Aguirre vs. Mike Mc-
Carthy, 10 a. m.

1683 Iowa City State bank vs. W. S.
Friar, 2 p. rn.

December ST.
"1739 Chas. H. Lawrence vs. Lion

Grocery Co. 10 a. rn.
1746 S. I. Foreman vs. H. JTyer, 2

p. m.
December 28.

1748 J. Porter Bender vs. F. Sim-mOn- ds

et al., 10 a. m.
December 30.

1754 William Joel vs. J. H. Clary, 2
p. m.

December 31.
1780 Joe Nathan vs. Otto Ney-dem- yo

et al., 10 a. m.
January 2.

17B1 Jose Escobeda et al, vs. B. J.
Fisher, 10 a. m.

17S7 Fraser Bros. vs. "W. J1. Fewel.
2 p. m.

January 3.
1701 El Paso Country club vs. Thos. j

ja. waller, jo a. m.
1705 James M. Casares vs. El Paso

Ice and Refrigerator Co., 2 p. m.
January 4.

1715 Santa Fe Fuel Co. vs. Tom-
my Thompson, 10 a. m.

1775 Owen Wilkinson vs. I. N. Stam-
per, 2 p. m.

January 0.
1417 John Barbuclc vs. Mrs. M. E.

IsiTdsey. 16 a. m.
January 7.

1610 E. W. Earl vs. Marcos Criss,
10 a. m.

1612 Enrique Carreon vs. Ir. J. C.
RIchey et al., 2 p. m.

January 8.
1685 Jessie May Stevens vs. E. P.

& S. "W. Ry. Co., 10 a. m.
16S9 Francisco Morales vs. Roberto

Simpson, 2 p. m.
January 9.

1727 Longwell Transfer Co. vs. El
Paso Optical Co., 10 a. m.

1742 Morrison & Fell vs. W. S. Miller.
2 p. m.

January 10.
1759 H. Dawnenberg vs. R. E. Allen

et al.. 10 a. m.
1793 J. F. Reeves vs. El Paso and

Southwestern Ry. Co., 2 p. m.
January 11.

1590 Mayer, Schner. Offnor & Co.
vs. Chas. Klrcher, 10 a. m.

AMUSEIvISNTS.
r.VTnE WEEKLY AT "WIGWAM.

P&the Weekly, No. 50, will be the fea-
ture of the Wigwam's program today.
The pictures are varied. They range
from peace in Tripoli to war prepara-
tions in Constantinople. The new fur
styles of Paris will interest the wom-
en and the beautiful living models who
wear them will appeal to the men.

For Christmas the Wigwam has ed

"The Stolen Symphony, a two-re- el

special in which Arthur Johnson
is featured. There will also be two
comedies on the program.

The Wigwam runs continuously from
noon until 11 p. m. Its heating and
ventilating system is working perfectl-y, ami vmt flm nlivavs ilir nf linlnc

! comfortable even on the coldest nights.
adv.

WEATHHR AND HOLIDAYS
PUT STOP TO CANAL WORK

Owing to a combination of holidays
and snowstorms, work on the Franklin
canal has been temporarily stopped
Last Wt-eK-. 90 teams were at work and
thev cl( anod 10 miles of ditch between
San Klizano and Fabens Work will
be resumed immediately after New
Years.
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Letters to The Herald.
TAll communications must bear the

signature of the writer, but the name
will be withheld if requested.

THANKS THE CONFEDERATE
DAUGHTERS.

Bl Paso. Iec. 24, 1912.
Editor El Paso Herald:

The writer is In reoelpt of a very
handsome Christmas card, that I
certainly appreciate, ooming from the
United Daughters of the Confederacy
and signed by Mrs. A. R. Barlow,
president, and Mrs. C. E. Kelly,

of the local chapter. Al-
low me to thank them for these
Christmas greetings, and to wish that
they may live to see many Christmases.
A kind word never dies.

Ben Moore.

THOSE COUXTV ROAD BONDS, "

Editor El Paso Herald:
Bond elections come so often in El

Paso that we have come to consider
them as one of our permanent indus-
tries. In a recent letter to The Herald,
J. L. Campbell asked some very per-
tinent questions about the proposed
S4O0.000 county bond issue to be voted
on by the taxpayers next Saturday,
and wanted to know if the money was
really needed and, Jf so, where, but
up to date no one nas attemptea to an-
swer Mr. Campbell's request for this
Information. An attempt was made in
the morning paper to put judge Eylar
forward as a sponsor for this bond issue,
but I fail to see where the judge says
ti:at the county needs the money and,
unless I am very much mistaken,
neither judge Eylar nor the members
of the commissioners' court are favor-
ing the bond issue. The county com-
missioners' court called this election
because a petition was handed it ask-
ing It to do so, and it could not do oth-
erwise. If the men who are back of
the bond issue will quit hiding behind
judge Eylar, and come out into the
open, I expect we would behold a lit-
tle band composed mostly of valley
land speculators who want the county
to build a paved highway to their un-
improved lands so they can raise the
price a little. I have not heard of any
real farmers in the valley who have
been crying for a bond Issue. The fact
is, that right now, Kl Paso county has
the finest road system in the state of
Texas. From the New Mexico line to
Fabens, a distance of over 50 miles, we
hare a fine asphalt. macadam road, and
this accommodates practically every
cultivated farm in the entire valley. Of
course, here and there, little side lines
will become necessary from time to
time but El Paso county is getting,
each year for roads, from $76,000 to
$100,000. and this is ample to take care
Of all the short lines, connecting with
the county main road, that will be
necessary for many years and repair
those already built. W hen the Elephant
Butte project is completed and the area
of cultivated lands enlarged a more ex-

tensive road system may become
necessary, but for the present it is not.
and there is absolutely no excuse for
spending $400,000 to build roads where
they are not needed.

Lt)t me point out another matter that
should not be overlooked. Every dollar
that is spent in building a paved road
means a maintenance expense, for you
cannot construot roads and then go
and leave them. From the day the road
is used the wear begins, and it would
be a very conserTative estimate to fig-
ure on 5 percent as cost of main-
tenance which, on a $400,000 road,
would be an additional amount of $30.-0- 00

to be raised annually by dlreot
taxation.

The men who have been telling us
that by issuing bonds taxes would be
reduced probably forgot all about
maintenance cost when they made this
absurd statement. Under present con-dition-

in El Paso a doien men can get
together and work through most any
kind of n scheme to serve their per-
sonal ends, and we are being loaded
down with bonded debts and have lit- -
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tie to show for It. This may not make
I any difference to some of these men

who so nxea mey cju " "
and go to when the burden
of taxes has to be met. leaving those
who remain to carry load.

Are the business men and
residents going to at
the polls, on and put a stop
to this kind of business, or are they

busy to personal matters
to oare what happens to the county?

Perhaps there will be an
some day, in El Paso, but It may be
late.
JUDGE ENCOURAGES
AFTER PASSING HIM.

San Calif--, Dec 24.
Pushed across the Canadian border
Into the arms of American officers be-

cause the treaty this nation
and Canada makes no for

escaped Jaok
Black, a convict, was produced In oourt
here and to serve year
In San Quantin prison on a charge for
which he had been sen-
tenced to 35 years.

In he made a long state-
ment of his career to the court. Judge
Dunne said in reply:

"Few men. Black, who have
through what you have, seem to realize
mat ineir wore 01 reueinpuuu w
largely with and that their

. future Is in own hands.
you have arrived at tms conclusion
is in your favor and I believe that
there still is hope for you."

CHRISTMAS RUSH MAKES
REALTY BUSINESS DULL

Everyone is buying pres-
ents. The real estate field feels the
effects of the holiday season and trad-
ing is at a standstill and will be so un-
til after the of the new
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El Paso
Today.
6 a.m. 6 p.m.

Barometer (sea level).... 3S.25 30.30
Dry thermometer ...21 37
Wet thermometer ....... .2 31
Dew polnf..- - .2 22
Relative ..92 51
Direction of wind .......W W
State of weather ........Clear. Clear.
Highest temperature last

24 hours 49
Lowest temperature last

12 hours ...21
River.

Height of river this morning above
fixed zero mark, 1L1 feet. Fall in last
24 hours, 0.1 foot.
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AS TO WEATHER
FOR CHRISTMAS- -

Experts disagree as to the Christmas
brand of weather. CoL N. D. Lane says
that H will be cloudy, with no precipi-
tation on Wednesday. B. E. Majors,
the exofflcio weather forecaster of Hf
Paso, predicts a fair, warm day. CoL

Lane's forecast, received froox the
Washington weather office, says that
it will be warmer tonight, with, in-

creased cloudiness Wednesday. Mr.
Majors says that the sun will shine all,
day and there will be a warm wst;
"wind.

The temperature Tuesday morning
6 ocloak was 20 degrees above zero. ,

Wishing Ygu

There is only one Raeyoie made.
Allen Arms and Cycle Co.
494 North Oregon street.

Roller skates, 75c pair.
Allen Arms and Cycle Co.
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and Many Happy Returns
of the day
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